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November is a time when we reflect on what we are thankful for. Sometimes life keeps 
us so busy that we often breeze through each day wishing for more time, money, 
fancier clothes, or better vacations. We barely stop to appreciate what we DO have.  

While in the midst of the opioid epidemic 
that is taking our loved ones (as of 
November 5, 2019, there have been 358 
overdoses and 42 fatalities), it may be 
hard to find something to be thankful for 
but the Harford County community has 
Rage Against Addiction (RAA) a non-profit 
organization dedicated to “…connecting 
addicts and their families with the 
resources that will enable them to lead 
happy and healthy lives.” Through its 
many programs, Rage offers resources 
and hope to those struggling with 
addiction, to those who are in recovery, 
and to family members of those battling 
addiction. Here is a list of the official 
programs offered: 

• Daughter’s House: a women’s Sober Living House for those 
transitioning to a new journey after drug/alcohol addiction treatment.  

o For more information, please visit Daughter's House on Facebook, 
email rageagainstaddiction@gmail.com or call 443-504-8488 

• Rage Club: a fun and rewarding group designed for children from 8 
years old to 15 years old who have been affected by addiction. This 
program meets several times a year, and includes enjoyable activities, 
group lunches, and counseled discussions to better help children 
understand addiction, and to positively express their thoughts and 
emotions. 

o For more information, please visit Rage Club on Facebook 
• Rage ABC (After Baby Care): provides post delivery care to mothers 

and their newborn babies, including gift cards to grocery stores, Walmart, 
or Target, and packages that includes diapers, wipes, blankets, and 
other necessities. This program relies heavily on generous community 
monetary and gift card donations.  

o Please send any donations to:   
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Rage Against Addiction (Rage ABC) 
PO Box 1 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 

• HALO (How To Live Without Your Addicted Loved One): a grief 
support group for those who lost a loved one to substance abuse 
disorder.  

o For more information, please join this closed Facebook page 
 

In addition to these programs, Rage holds its own annual Memory Walk/Recovery Run 
every April, where those lost are remembered and those in recovery are celebrated, and 
Rage recently held its first Crab Feast Fundraiser this past September. Rage also 
assists with many local events including an “Overdose Awareness Picnic” every August 
and a “Shine The Light – Overdose Candlelight Vigil” each November. Rage has 
created Public Service Announcements, holds fundraisers at local restaurants, and has 
worked with local government officials to help spread awareness about addiction and to 
offer educational opportunities in our community and in our schools. Rage has provided 
transportation to and from rehabilitation centers, support at funerals and meals for 
family members who have lost a loved one to addiction, and advice and encouragement 
by phone and in person for those in active addiction and for their family members as 
well. 

If you’d like to show your appreciation for Rage Against Addiction and support those 
currently in active addiction (and their affected families) or those in recovery, please 
consider being a part of Giving Tuesday, taking place on Tuesday, December 3rd. You 
can volunteer your time at one of RAA’s upcoming events or send a monetary 
contribution through PayPal. Of course, those at Rage Against Addiction are thankful for 
your time, support, and donations that will certainly make a huge impact in RAA’s 
mission to help many people throughout our struggling community. Rage Against 
Addiction would not be able to offer so many programs and resources without the 
kindness from supporters like you. 

November is the one year anniversary of the 
opening of Daughter’s House. Located in Bel Air, 
Daughter’s House provides a safe place for 
women transitioning from drug/alcohol treatment 
to a healthier lifestyle. There are monthly group 
outings to places like haunted houses, paint 
nights, and dinners, and in-house activities like 
sharing Thanksgiving dinner together or making 
crafts. Counselors offer discussions with the 
group and to each of the women individually; 
yoga instructors come to help them practice 
relaxation techniques; assistance is provided to 
find employment, and members of the community 

drop by to offer up baked goods, cards and crafts. Household chores are expected as is 
attending weekly NA and AA meetings. Daughter’s House is a home filled with close-
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knit women who not only want to recover from addiction, but who hold each other up in 
prayer and support, and who need the love and kindness from society as they fight their 
way through their own darkness and into the light of a new life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Shawn was the baby in the family. The 
baby boy my dad had prayed for. The last 
Talbert that there was ever going to be. We 
had dreams for him and he had dreams of 
his own. Heroin stole those dreams. He 
was such a happy child; he adored playing 
with his sisters, even if it was playing with 
Barbies. He loved animals and absolutely 
loved the outdoors. But most of all, he 
loved his momma. And his momma loved 
him more than life itself. We were a close 
family, but nothing could compare to a 
mommy and her boy. My brother was one of those guys every girl wanted to date 
because being around his 3 sisters and his mom…he just understood girls. One of his 
girlfriends told me after they broke up that my brother said he wanted to have a bunch 
of little girls just so they would look like his sisters. Growing up, all the girls in school 
wanted to date him.  We moved around a lot and soon there was just myself and my 
baby brother when both of our sisters moved out. He had such an outgoing personality, 
and everyone loved and respected him. He was protective of me, and he did little things 
just to make me and everyone else smile. I would look out the window and my brother 
would be hanging out by our pound fishing with friends and he insisted that I`d come 
join them too. He would throw parties in our barn during high school because he loved 
to entertain. He loved people, and people loved him. When my brother was four years 
old, the neighbor’s dog escaped out of the fence and my dad soon found him with his 
severe injuries to his arm. While at the hospital, he had to have surgery and was told 
that he would be limited to what sports he could play. My brother eventually joined the 
wrestling team in middle school and he thrived at it. The older he got, the better of a 

Shawn Michael Talbert 
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wrester he became, and so did the pain in his shoulder. When he was 19 years old, he 
had to undergo another surgery, and that, that was the beginning of a very sad story, a 
story that ended my brother’s life. He became addicted to prescription pain killers, and 
he slowly changed, week by week, month by month. With one split decision that 
changed his life, he went from being sober for up to one year to homeless overnight. He 
fought his battle, and he fought hard. But heroin fought harder. My life changed the day 
we found Shawn dead on my bedroom floor. My mother, as I knew her, had changed; 
she doesn’t smile the same anymore and when she talks, it’s with a sadness in her 
voice. My dad fights his depression on a daily basis; my mom has found him fallen out 
of his wheel chair, with a picture of my brother in his lap and his hands covering his 
eyes, begging God for answers as to why his only son isn’t here. My sisters don’t talk 
much about my brother because the pain for them is just too much, but as for me, I tell 
strangers about my brother. I speak his name multiple times a day and two years later 
I`m able to tell a story about him without crying. My brother may have lost his battle, but 
I made a promise to him years ago that even if he couldn`t fight this battle, I would be 
here to fight it with him. And that’s what I intend on doing. I`m going to continue to fight 
like hell for I am my brother’s keeper.  

- by Alisha Talbert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events: 

Saturday, November 16 at 6pm: Shine The Light – Overdose Awareness Vigil 
 Mt. Zion Church 
 1643 Churchville Rd. 
 Bel Air, MD 
 
Sunday, December 1 at 2:30pm: Bel Air Christmas Parade (RAA will be 
participating) 

Concert on Main St. in front of the Courthouse  
 Parade at 3:30pm from Main St. to the end of Lee St. 

Meet the Rage Against Addiction team: 

Wendy Beck Messner………………………………Founder and Executive Director 
Tara Kuzma………………………………………Chairman of the Board of Directors 
Amanda Buddenbohn…………………………………………………..Vice President 
Rachel Bongiorno…….Recovery Coach and Daughter’s House Program Director 
Tara Slaughter………………………Family and Recovery Resources and Support 

Rage Against Addiction 
501c(3) Non-Profit Organization 

P.O. Box 1 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 

raafundraiser@gmail.com 
 

 


